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Erythromycin ophthalmic ointment is considered effective in preventing gonococcal ophthalmia
neonatorum. Other medications, such as tetracycline ophthalmic ointment and silver nitrate, have
been evaluated for the prevention of gonococcal ophthalmia neonatorum but are no longer
available in the United States. "

The only available drug approved by the FDA for the prevention of gonococcal ophthalmia

neonatorum is 0.5% erythromycin ophthalmic ointment. In view of increased antimicrobial resistance

noted in other countries, further research is needed to find safe and effective alternatives to

erythromycin. One excellent alternative would be povidone-iodine. The current review includes

limited evidence regarding povidone-iodine usage for ocular prophylaxis for ophthalmia neonatorum

and currently it is not approved for use in the United States. More randomized controlled trials are

o , . . . 2
needed to ascertain its safety and efficacy in prevention of ophthalmia neonatorum.

Chloramphenicol ophthalmic ointment has no clinical effective evidence and contraindication for

13]14]
neonates.
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11 Eye
11.1 Anti-infective eye preparations
11.1.1 Antibacterials and eye wash solution

1.Chloramphenicol 1% eye oint (n) (A) 1.Moxifloxacin 0.5% solution
2.Gentamicin sulfate 14 mg/ml ED (Hosp) (n) (D) 2.Oxyteracycline 0.5%+
3.Gentamicin sulfate 15 mg/ml ED (Hosp) (1) (D) Polymixin B (Terramycin)
4.Polymyxin B sulfate + Neomycin sulfate + (1) (D) 3.Levofloxacin 1.5% ED, 5 ml
Gramicidin eye drop (a5 Poly-oph) (a)

5.Cyclosporine 0.05%eye drop (9) (€)

6.Fusidic acid eye drop (in gel base) (9)
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